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Introduction 
 

This platform was developed by members of Climate Justice Ottawa (CJO), in 
consultation with community groups, experts, and advocates across Ottawa.  
 
Based in the Ottawa-Gatineau region, on unceded and unsurrendered Algonquin 
Anishnaabeg territory, CJO is part of the climate and environmental justice movement 
following the lead of the most impacted communities to ensure a liveable climate for 
current and future generations. Through empowering communities, we challenge 
political systems that do not align with an equitable and healthy planet. We participate in 
the process of reconciliation and decolonization, and support First Nations, Métis, and 
Inuit self-determination. 
 
CJO understands that electoral politics is only one of the many ways to build and 
mobilize communities towards climate justice. Municipal government plays a critical role 
in tackling the climate crisis while strengthening social services and building more 
vibrant, healthy communities. The 2022 Ottawa municipal election presents an 
opportunity to elect progressive candidates that will put people before profit, prioritize 
community well-being over short-term gains, and champion bold, ambitious climate 
solutions.  
 
We believe that advancing climate justice at the local level goes beyond energy policies 
and quantifying greenhouse gas emissions. It is an opportunity to transform 
communities, support the most marginalized, and strengthen local democracy. Every 
decision that local government makes has a climate implication, and every climate 
decision must put the interests and well-being of communities, especially the most 
affected, first. This platform seeks to illustrate the intersections between climate issues 
and transportation, housing, Indigenous rights, racial justice, and disability justice. More 
importantly, we hope this platform will be the beginning of many conversations among 
candidates and residents about how we can together reimagine, and get to work 
building a more sustainable, just, and equitable Ottawa.  
 
CJO developed this platform alongside community groups and advocates, who have a 
firm understanding and expertise of the issues and local reality. We greatly appreciate 
the groups and individuals who have worked with us to develop this platform.  
 
We encourage candidates and Ottawa residents who want to learn more about how to 
advance climate justice in this municipal election to explore the platform and additional 
resources, support and learn more about the groups actively working on the platform 
issues, and reach out to us for more information. We look forward to fighting for a better 
city with you. 
 

https://climatejusticeottawa.wixsite.com/home
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Climate Justice 
 

The emergency alerts that Ottawa residents received in advance of the May 2022 
derecho storm were the first extreme weather event alerts to be issued by Environment 
and Climate Change Canada. Devastating weather events like this and the tornadoes, 
floods, and heat waves Ottawa has seen in recent years are expected to grow more 
extreme and more common as the climate continues to change due to increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
The city plays an important role in both fighting climate change and building resilient 
communities that can adapt and respond to the challenges posed by climate change. 
Yet the city has been undermining the fight against climate change by building on 
floodplains, greenspaces and farmlands, which are critical to our ecosystem and play a 
role in erosion and flood control; by allowing urban sprawl associated with increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions (see Land Use Planning section of this platform); by 
investing Endowment Fund dollars into fossil fuels producers; and by failing to establish 
long-term funding for the city-developed climate plan, Energy Evolution.  
 
Meanwhile, the communities most affected by climate change are the least equipped to 
adapt to it. The inequity of greenspace and tree canopy distribution in Ottawa means 
the communities most affected by the urban heat island effect also have the least 
access to greenspaces and recreational and respite facilities to mitigate its harms. 
Communities with lower-income, experiencing homelessness, or living with disability are 
at higher risk during extreme events like heat waves, snap colds, storms, or floods. 
Ambitious and just climate action is needed now.  
 
Ambitious and just climate action is needed now. 
 
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy positions around climate justice: 
 
 

1. Apply a climate, equity, and reconciliation lens to all major decisions. 
2. Ensure long-term, stable funding for the city’s Energy Evolution plan to meet 

greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. 
3. Ensure that the Climate Resiliency Strategy and Action Plan, to be published in 

2023, will prioritize communities most affected by climate change, including low-
income, rural, and racialized communities.  

4. Divest the City’s Endowment Fund from fossil fuels. 
5. Invest in local renewable energy generation, for example, making use of city 

lands and buildings, to reduce the city’s dependence on fossil fuels.  
6. Go beyond a carbon budget for just the city operations and develop a city-wide 

carbon budget, committing to a specific limit of greenhouse gas emissions for our 
city. 

7. Expand the city’s tree canopy in an equitable way within all wards to 40% urban 
canopy cover. Develop and expand the Trees in Trust program, integrate trees 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/storm-damage-ice-tornado-power-grid-ottawa-1.6463247
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/storm-damage-ice-tornado-power-grid-ottawa-1.6463247
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/ottawa-gatineau-tornado-storm-2018
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-river-flooding-2019-recap-1.5119980
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/extreme-heat-posing-health-concerns-for-ottawa-s-homeless-population-1.6017806
https://pub-ottawa.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=401bc9db-8065-24c1-8322-26af36413eca&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/climate-change-and-energy/energy-evolution
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/climate-change-and-energy/energy-evolution
https://engage.ottawa.ca/climate-resiliency
https://pub-ottawa.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=401bc9db-8065-24c1-8322-26af36413eca&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English
https://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents/files/climate_change_mplan_en.pdf
https://energy-cities.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Carbon-City-budget-briefing_LayoutRC_compressed.pdf
https://energy-cities.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Carbon-City-budget-briefing_LayoutRC_compressed.pdf
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/public-spaces-and-environmental-programs/tree-planting/trees-trust#:~:text=The%20property%20owner%20must%20pledge,two%20trees%20per%20corner%20lot.
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and greenspace programs as part of an urban agriculture approach to food 
security and develop a strategy for communities to plant and maintain trees on 
city property.  

8. Meet the timeline for major uptake of waste diversion program for multi-
residential properties within two years (by 2025) and ensure implementation 
includes incentives and education for property managers and residents.  

 
However, as we hope to make clear in this platform, advancing climate justice is more 
than investments in climate and environmental programs. At its roots, climate chaos is 
the result of political priorities and an economic system that put profit above people, the 
land, and future generations. Climate justice must include tackling the multiple 
compounding systems of oppression that cause and exacerbate climate change while 
putting the needs of these marginalized communities first. Municipal decisions across 
many areas influence the ways in which the impacts of climate change will be felt in our 
community. 
 
The following sections explore how we must advance climate justice through municipal 
policies and actions related to transportation, housing, land use planning, food 
sovereignty, Indigenous rights, racial justice, and disability justice.  
 

  

https://engage.ottawa.ca/multi-residential-waste-diversion-strategy
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Transportation 
 

This section was created with input from Free Transit Ottawa.  
 
Transportation accounts for 40 percent of Ottawa’s greenhouse gas emissions, half of 
which comes from private vehicle trips. However, not everyone can afford a private 
vehicle: car ownership strongly correlates with household income – nearly half of 
households earning less than $30,000 do not own a vehicle. Supporting and investing in 
sustainable modes of transportation, including public transit, cycling, and walking, is 
therefore both a climate and equity issue.  
 
Investments in public transit are one of the most important decisions municipal 
governments can make to address transportation-related emissions. Yet, public transit 
in Ottawa continues to be underfunded while road expansion and urban sprawl are 
prioritized. Bus and train services are infrequent and chronically late or cancelled, 
causing frustration, delays, and loss of trust among riders. Despite the poor service, 
fares continue to rise, making Ottawa one of the most expensive cities to use public 
transit. Meanwhile, the ParaTranspo system still fails to deliver reliable, fast, and 
accessible service to people with disabilities.  
 
The Light Rail Transit (LRT) was the City of Ottawa’s largest investment in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions – once Stage 2 of the Confederation Line is complete, three-
quarters of Ottawa residents will be living within 5 km of a light rail station. However, 
LRT Stage 1 has seen countless problems since its launch, ranging from technical 
issues and poor management by the contractor to lack of transparency, all associated 
with the public-private partnership (P3) model. 
 
Meanwhile, Ottawa urban planning and investments prioritize private vehicles. The city’s 
investments in new roads and road expansions have grown every year, at a time when 
evidence for induced demands confirms that these measures do not reduce congestion. 
Transit fares are growing to unaffordable levels, while parking rates have largely 
remained the same.  
 
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy positions around transportation: 
 
 

1. Invest in public transit to increase service quality and frequency. Expand 
dedicated bus lanes and introduce local underserviced neighbourhood routes.  

2. Introduce fare-free transit, starting immediately with residents on Ontario Works 
and Ontario Disability Support Program. 

3. Stop building new roads and road expansions. 
4. Invest in a connected cycling and walking network, and maintain them year-

round. Commit to and implement a Vision Zero strategy for road safety.  
5. Prioritize sidewalk, cycling paths, and transit stops for snow clearing and 

maintenance in the winter.  

https://freetransitottawa.ca/
https://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents/files/2020_ghg_inventory_en.PDF
https://www.ottawainsights.ca/themes/environment-and-sustainability/transportation/
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-one-of-the-most-expensive-cities-in-canada-to-board-public-transit-1.5651321
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-one-of-the-most-expensive-cities-in-canada-to-board-public-transit-1.5651321
https://ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-construction/major-projects/stage-2-light-rail-transit-project/overview
https://ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-construction/major-projects/stage-2-light-rail-transit-project/overview
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-works
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-disability-support-program
https://www.ottawasafetycouncil.ca/what-is-vision-zero/
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6. Stop using public-private partnerships to finance, operate, and maintain transit 
services. End the contract with Rideau Transit Maintenance and bring LRT 
maintenance under city control. 

7. Prioritize fast and reliable ParaTranspo services by:  
a) Adding more ParaTranspo vehicles, a top priority identified in 2017-2018 

Vehicle-For-Hire Accessibility Fund consultations 
b) Finding a solution to make driving accessible taxis economically viable 
c) Offering on-demand and same-day ParaTranspo service and offer rides 

24/7, especially for off-peak-hours transit to the hospital and airport 
d) Installing GPS system, comparable to the GPS system in conventional 

buses 
e) Increasing accessibility per-ride surcharge for licenced private 

transportation companies to 30 cents 
f) Remove minimum parking requirements in new buildings and implement 

maximum parking requirements.  
 
  
 

Sources 
• Ottawa Alternative Municipal Budget 2022 

• People's Official Plan  

• Ottawa Neighbourhood Study  
 
 
 

  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/city-proposes-plan-to-spend-accessibility-fund-1.5055039
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-engagement/projects/vehicle-hire-accessibility-fund-public-consultation
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2022/07/20/how-torontos-accessible-taxi-service-was-blown-up-by-uber.html
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-man-stranded-for-7-hours-after-taxi-bus-don-t-show-up-1.5981972
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/accessibility-fee-for-ride-companies-increased-to-10-cents-still-far-less-than-councils-goal-of-30
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/wheelchair-accessible-uber-ottawa-transportation-1.4180050
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/615c66083db291124b0c092e/t/619e785a9b4b6a3eef228aa6/1637775465305/Ottawa+Alt+Budget+2022_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ottawaclimatesolutions.net/
https://www.neighbourhoodstudy.ca/
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Housing 
 

Existing buildings account for over 40 per cent of Ottawa’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
This is roughly split between small residential properties and commercial, industrial, 
large residential, and institutional properties. At the same time, the City of Ottawa has 
declared a housing and homelessness emergency. Simultaneously tackling the housing 
and climate emergencies must be an integral part of all housing platforms.  
 
The climate and housing crises compound each other. Our unhoused neighbours are at 
increased risk of health effects from heat waves, snap colds, storms, or floods. Lower 
income communities are more affected by extreme weather, as they live in older homes 
that are less energy efficient, and often end up allocating a larger portion of their income 
to energy bills yet are unable to afford the necessary home upgrades to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort.  
 
To address these crises, a new Mayor and City Council should see the opportunities to 
refurbish and retrofit existing residential properties with the aim of making them more 
livable, comfortable, and affordable to operate while reducing the greenhouse gas 
emissions these buildings produce.  
 
The City of Ottawa should continue to focus on supporting the development of new, 
deeply affordable housing units (non-profits & co-operatives) and support the ongoing 
efforts of these providers to achieve high levels of sustainability. 
 
Continued support should be provided to homeowners to decarbonize their properties. 
The City of Ottawa’s Better Homes Ottawa Loan Program is a start; however, dramatic 
scaling up of this program is needed to achieve the City’s climate targets. Replication of 
this program that supports deep retrofits in existing multi-unit residential buildings is also 
essential. 
 
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy positions around housing: 
 
 

1. Align municipal policy with the “Starts with Home” Platform, created by a group of 
over 40 housing experts and community partners, including: 

a) Stop the loss of affordable housing 
b) Create more affordable housing 
c) Preserve the quality of existing affordable housing 

2. Introduce renter protections against “green renovictions”. 
a) When homes are being retrofitted to achieve better energy performance 

and resilience, ensure rent is maintained at the same level, like Burnaby’s 
Tenant Assistance Policy. 

3. Incentivize net zero affordable housing for all new developments. 
a) Standardize energy efficiency in all new builds and electrification vs. gas 

powered appliances. For example, provide small density incentives help 

https://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents/files/2020_ghg_inventory_en.PDF
https://betterhomesottawa.ca/rebate-and-incentive-programs/better-homes-loan-program/
https://www.startswithhome.ca/
https://www.burnaby.ca/our-city/programs-and-policies/housing/tenant-assistance
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/Business/planning-development/housing-brampton/Pages/Density-Bonusing-.aspx#:~:text=Summary,parkland%20development%2C%20or%20active%20transportation.
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builders recoup their initial investment in green building in areas where 
housing is expensive. 

b) Introduce Community Improvement Plans specifically for affordable green 
housing, including conversion of office properties into multi-unit residential 
buildings. 

4. Work with the National Capital Commission and other levels of government to 
dedicate publicly owned land to community land trusts and/or affordable housing 
properties. 

5. Introduce building performance incentives and regulations for large residential 
buildings like in Vancouver, New York, and Toronto. 

 
 
 

  

https://ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-construction/developing-property/development-application-review-process/development-application-submission/fees-and-funding-programs/community-improvement-programs
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/large-building-energy-requirements-forms-checklists.aspx#pd53126
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sustainablebuildings/ll97/local-law-97.page
https://www.toronto.ca/business-economy/business-operation-growth/green-your-business/better-buildings-partnership/getting-to-net-zero/
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Land Use Planning  
 

This section was created with input from The Snails Collective. 
 
Ottawa covers a large geographical area, with vastly different community design in the 
inner Greenbelt compared to suburban communities like Barrhaven, Orleans, Kanata, or 
Stittsville. Planning decisions at City Hall have cascading effects that determine how 
residents live, travel to work, heat/cool their homes, and access essential services. 
These decisions also affect how we protect and preserve the Greenbelt, the fertile 
farmlands in rural areas, the floodplains along the Ottawa and Rideau Rivers, and the 
many other sensitive greenspaces and ecosystems in our city.  
 
The status quo around development has been to build car-dependent, low-density, 
sprawling communities. Urban sprawl is linked to more cars on the road, less energy-
efficient heating/cooling of homes, and increased demand for infrastructure and 
services (water, sewage, garbage, etc.) to support new developments, all of which lead 
to rising greenhouse gas emissions. Development on top of existing greenspace, 
farmlands, floodplains, and other natural areas reduces these ecosystems’ ability to 
sequester carbon, destroys habitats for wildlife, eats up precious land needed for food 
production, and increases the risks of flooding. Urban sprawl is also detrimental to 
community health and wellbeing due to increased air pollution, less equitable access to 
essential services, and increased health risks. Sprawl development costs the city on 
average $465 per person per year, compared to a net gain of $605 per person per year 
for high-density infill homes.  
 
Building amenity-dense, walkable, and cycling-friendly communities in existing 
developments is, therefore, critical to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and shaping 
the community's health and wellbeing. These “complete communities” or “15-minute 
neighbourhoods” promote active transportation and reduce the need for car use, 
resulting in numerous benefits such as quieter neighbourhoods, decreased air pollution, 
increased accessibility, health benefits, and increased sense of community. Decreased 
car use also frees up land that would have been needed for parking, which can instead 
be used for recreation or greenspace.  
 
Access to public spaces is associated with a multitude of benefits and, as seen during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, when we invest in and open up public spaces like parks and 
multi-use pathways, communities embrace and value them. We need the next City 
Council to prioritize and democratize public space. 
 
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy positions around land use planning:   
 
 

1. No new roads and sprawling developments. Instead, prioritize intensification of 
developed areas.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2682575072034891
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/urban-expansion-costs-menard-memo-1.6193429
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/82-003-x/2021005/article/00001-eng.htm
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2. Leverage zoning to create “complete communities”/ “15-minute 
neighbourhoods”—walkable, cycling-friendly, mixed-used neighbourhoods which 
allow Ottawans to live, work, and play, with easy access to jobs, schools, 
libraries, and other essential services.  

3. Leverage zoning and land-use regulations to build more multi-residential “missing 
middle” housing that provides low-rise density in existing neighbourhoods close 
to transit and amenities.  

4. Support the establishment of community land trusts (through seed funding, tax 
reliefs, reduced administrative barriers) to keep housing affordable in perpetuity, 
protect rural land for farming, and foster community stewardship of land. 

5. Prioritize the creation, and democratization, of public space. For example: 
a) Make public spaces available equitably, throughout the city, not just in 

high income or predominantly white areas. 
b) Open more roads up for active transportation and/or public uses.  
c) Ensure that public spaces are accessible and car/public transit access is 

available for communities with lower mobility. 
6. End the policing of public spaces, a tool to criminalize homelessness. 

 
 

Sources  
• The Sprawling Lie - An initiative by Small Change Fund in partnership with Stop Sprawl 

HamOnt, Stop Sprawl Halton and GASP  

• Technical Report on the City of Ottawa Draft Official Plan 

• Community Land Trust: A guide for local governments 

• Community LanSprawling Lied Trusts in Canada: Perpetual Affordability and Community 
Control   

 
 

  

https://sprawlinglie.ca/
https://sprawlinglie.ca/
https://ecologyottawa3.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/peoples-official-plan-technical-input-into-city-of-ottawa-draft-official-plan.pdf
https://www.nlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Community-Land-Trusts_A-Guide-for-Local-Governments_Report-1.pdf
https://chra-achru.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-09-18_summary_community-land-trusts.pdf
https://chra-achru.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-09-18_summary_community-land-trusts.pdf
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Accessibility and Disability Justice  
 

This section is supported by the Ottawa Disability Coalition. 
  
Never has it been clearer that we need connected and resilient communities than when 
our neighbourhoods were struck by the massive windstorm of May 2022, shutting down 
power for up to two weeks in some areas. With the climate crisis at our front doorstep, 
we have the challenge and opportunity to radically reimagine our communities; how we 
live, move, work, and care for each other. When accessibility is centered in that 
reimagining, we can build communities that are more safe, healthy, dignified, and 
caring.  
  
Systemic ableism and ageism have made people living with disabilities and older adults 
more vulnerable to the impact of catastrophic climate events like floods, power outages, 
and heat waves. Yet historically people with disabilities have been excluded or sidelined 
from decision-making in climate adaptation, which results in further barriers and 
perpetuates ableism. Climate Justice Ottawa calls on the newly elected City Council to 
lift up the wisdom and experiences of persons living with disabilities who have day-to-
day experience of adaptation.  
  
Accessibility emerges in the core domains of city functions including planning, housing, 
transportation, and recreation. Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we 
encourage candidates for City Council and Mayor to commit to the following policy 
positions around accessibility and disability justice: 
  
Accessible, affordable, inclusive, adaptive housing 
 

1. Ensure that 15% of all newly constructed units are barrier-free, according to the 
minimum standard set by the Ontario Building Code 

2. Require that 18% of new units be suitable for older adults and increase 
proportion to 25% by 2036  

3. Adopt building standard bylaw aligned with Universal Design guidelines, following 
examples from other Canadian municipalities such as the Basic Adaptable 
Housing zoning bylaw in Saanich, BC.  

 
Healthy communities 
 

4. Create zoning bylaws that foster complete communities where everyone has 
access to spaces to live, work, and play. 

5. Ensure the dignity and support of people who live in long-term care.  
6. Ensure public health measures necessary to protect the safety of those who are 

at risk of the most severe illness should they contract COVID-19 or other similar 
diseases. 
 

Accessible built environment 
 

https://www.ottawadisability.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/accessibility-ontarios-building-code
https://coaottawa.ca/solving-the-municipal-housing-problem-means-providing-affordable-and-accessible-options-for-older-adults/
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/professionals/industry-innovation-and-leadership/industry-expertise/accessible-adaptable-housing/universal-design-adaptable-housing-models
https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/local-government/development-applications/adaptable-housing.html
https://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/local-government/development-applications/adaptable-housing.html
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7. Ensure that vulnerable sidewalk and road users can safely move through the city, 
year-round, by rapidly responding to issues with sidewalks and curbs, ensuring 
rapid snow removal and access to pedestrian signals, and addressing dangerous 
use of shared pedestrian spaces (see Transportation section for more 
information).  

8. Prevent new barriers by improving monitoring and accountability in the 
construction of new infrastructure.  

9. Work with businesses to ensure spaces are accessible using universal design 
guidelines. 

 
Barrier-free transportation 
 

10. Ensure fast, reliable and equitable ParaTranspo service (see Transportation 
section for more information).  

11. Maintain and improve accessibility features on conventional transit. 
 
 
  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ana-lori-smith-point-of-view-1.5026083
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Food Sovereignty  
 

The Canadian food system faces multiple crises. From the war in Ukraine impacting 
food prices (which are predicted to keep rising), to the effects of climate change on 
crops and the worsening labour shortages in Canadian agriculture, food security and 
food sovereignty are becoming more and more important in Canada. Corporate 
consolidation of power in the industrialized food system is resulting in rising prices at the 
grocery store as well as declining market shares for the farmers who produce our food. 
Between March 2020 and March 2022, nearly a quarter of Canadians reported eating 
less than they should because there was not enough money for food. Ottawa Public 
Health reports that an estimated 13.9% of Ottawa households are food insecure, 
meaning they have inadequate or insecure access to food due to financial constraints. 
Food issues must be dealt with at all levels of government, but in this platform, we are 
suggesting specific municipal policy recommendations to ensure that the citizens of 
Ottawa have reliable access to a sufficient quantity of sustainably produced, affordable, 
nutritious, and culturally appropriate food. 
 
The platform recommendations below cover all major elements of the Ottawa food 
system: food production, food processing, food security and food waste.  
 
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy positions around food security and 
sovereignty issues: 
 
General 
 

1. Commit to the development of a Comprehensive Municipal Food Strategy, led by 
the City, in conjunction with community partners like local food banks and other 
community organizations with a focus on food sovereignty and security. 
(Municipal food strategies have been successful in other Canadian cities like 
Toronto and Vancouver). 

 
Food Production 
 

2. Increase the number of community gardens and growing plots in the city, 
focusing particularly on opening up more urban National Capital Commission 
lands to community garden projects. 

3. Support policies for densification in existing urban areas to prevent urban sprawl 
on rural farmlands (see Transportation and Land Use Planning sections for more 
information on urban sprawl).  

4. Introduce bylaw amendments to enable certain types of urban agriculture within 
city limits (while including conditions to limit negative impacts on neighbours). For 
example, amend By-Law No. 2003-77 (Respecting Animal Care and Control) so 
that hens are not classified as livestock and are therefore permitted in urban 
areas.  

https://www.nfu.ca/grocery-prices-are-rising-and-farmers-share-declining-as-corporate-processors-and-retailers-take-more-and-more/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/food-cost-survey-1.6478695
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/public-health-topics/food-insecurity.aspx
https://proof.utoronto.ca/food-insecurity/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/toronto-food-strategy/
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/vancouvers-food-strategy.aspx
https://ncc-ccn.gc.ca/
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/laws-licences-and-permits/laws/laws-z/animal-care-and-control-law-no-2003-77#:~:text=Every%20person%20who%20keeps%20an,and%20opportunity%20for%20physical%20activity.
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5. Prioritize edible landscaping strategies in landscaping budgets for municipal 
public lands. For example, integrating or replacing ornamental plants with food-
producing plants.  
 

Food Processing/Distribution 
 

6. Create a food system policy that is integrated into land-use planning decisions.  
7. Prioritize local and healthy food in procurement. Amend the procurement policy 

to support local food/farmers. Increase healthy and local food procurement by the 
municipality. 

8. Encourage installation of community kitchens and support existing community 
kitchens and food hubs.  
 

Food Access 
 

9. Increase the number of farmers markets in the municipality. 
10. Increase funding and provision of resources to community organizations in city-

wide programs that enhance access to high quality, nutritious and affordable 
food. Examples include: Savour Ottawa, which develops and promotes local food 
access in Ottawa; Just Food, which runs a Community Gardening Network and 
supports rural and urban agriculture; and Parkdale Food Centre, which does 
community advocacy work to ensure improved access to healthy and affordable 
food.  

11. Designate access to food as one of the priority areas in the City’s calls for 
funding from other levels of government. 

 
Food Waste 
 

12. Work with community partners to estimate the baseline level of food waste and 
assess the potential to increase food rescue.  

13. Explore and support food recovery programs and initiatives that channel surplus 
edible food to people (E.g., Foodsharing Ottawa). 

14. Support and expand access to community composting, and improve food waste 
diversion rates, especially in apartment buildings and condominiums (see 
Climate Justice section for more information).  

 

Sources 
• Food for All’s Ottawa Food Action Plan 

• Vancouver Food Strategy - January 2013 

• Ottawa Food Action Plan 2012 
 

  

https://savourottawa.ca/
https://justfood.ca/
https://parkdalefoodcentre.ca/
https://foodsharingottawa.com/
https://ofpc-cpao.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Food_for_All_Values.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vancouver-food-strategy-final.PDF
http://ofpc-cpao.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Food_Action_Plan_2012_en.pdf
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Racial Justice 
 
Positionality Statement: The author of this section of CJO’s election platform is a white, bisexual 
cis woman. To avoid biases or assumptions, they have done their utmost to centre the demands 
of racial justice and Black advocacy groups in Ottawa, and to seek feedback from said groups 
on the section. Any errors in the information provided in this section are the author’s alone.  
 
This section was created with input from 613-819 Black Hub Noir.  

  
Racial justice must be integrated throughout Ottawa’s social, economic, and 
environmental policies. At present, Black communities experience violence and 
discrimination at the hands of Ottawa Police Services, have borne the brunt of COVID-
19 deaths and economic hardships, and are most likely to live in neighbourhoods that 
suffer from the urban heat island effect and have fewer greenspaces.  
  
The City of Ottawa has created an Anti-Racism Strategy aimed at integrating racial 
justice into cross-cutting policy concerns such as housing affordability, youth services, 
climate change initiatives and transportation. However, since money was put towards 
creating it ($100,000 was allocated in 2019), there has been no budget for the actual 
implementation of the Strategy (by comparison, the Ottawa Police Service’s 2022 dry 
cleaning budget is $495,000). 
  
We know that ignoring racial justice reflects and compounds historical injustices that 
see Black and other racialized communities at the forefront of the climate crisis, and this 
will only worsen without a serious effort to decolonize municipal practices, programs 
and services.  
  
Approaching the Ottawa Municipal Election, we encourage candidates for City Council 
and Mayor to commit to the following policy asks around racial justice:  
 
 

1. Defund the police, “detask” the police from all mental health and addiction calls 
for service, shift funding to existing or new non-police groups for this and ensure 
policy measures enshrine this for the future.  

2. Reallocate funds from OPS to fight the public health crisis of systemic racism; 
provide programming and funds through the City of Ottawa for racialized 
communities to access mental health services and provide program support for 
access to Black therapists/counsellors.  

3. Increase targeted funding for Black-led community projects and organizations, 
including Black LGBTQIA+ projects.  

4. Create specific resources for Black students facing violence in schools; work with 
school boards to create an intentional hiring regime of Black educators and; 
develop programs for new immigrants on how to navigate school boards and 
school practices.  

https://613819blackhubnoir.ca/en/
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/reports-research-and-statistics/resources/Documents/covid-19/Special-Focus/Report---COVID-19-and-Racial-Identity-in-Ottawa-2020.pdf
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/reports-research-and-statistics/resources/Documents/covid-19/Special-Focus/Report---COVID-19-and-Racial-Identity-in-Ottawa-2020.pdf
https://ottawa.ca/en/news/council-approves-citys-first-anti-racism-strategy
https://pub-ottawa.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=86399
https://pub-ottawa.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=80697
https://pub-ottawa.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?documentid=80697
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5. Develop a greenspace equity strategy to ensure Black communities have 
abundant and appropriate access to greenspaces, parks and outdoor recreation 
facilities.  

6. Following the lead of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board and Ottawa 
Public Health, continue and expand collection of race-based data on, but not 
limited to, COVID-19 impacts and greenspace equity.  

 

Sources  

• 613-819 Black Hub Noir  

• Ottawa Black Diaspora Coalition  

• Justice for Abdirahman  
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Indigenous Sovereignty 
 
The writers of this platform are settlers. Climate Justice Ottawa recognizes the sovereignty and 
right to self-determination of Indigenous peoples. Therefore, in place of policy proposals we 
should not dictate, in this platform we seek to amplify the calls to action made by Algonquin 
Anishinaabeg people, urban Indigenous voices, and Indigenous grassroots organizations to 
Ottawa City Council.  

 
Ottawa is located on unceded and unsurrendered territory of the Algonquin 
Anishinaabeg peoples. That means that we, in so-called Ottawa, live on stolen land. A 
direct link can be drawn from colonization to the climate crisis. It is only through the 
massacre, forced migration, and erasure of Indigenous peoples from the land that 
extractivism and capitalism are able to flourish (For more information on this in the 
Ottawa Valley, see Fractured Homeland (2012) by Bonita Lawrence). Generations of 
cultural genocide, a pillar of colonialism, has attempted to keep Indigenous peoples 
physically and spiritually disconnected from the land. However, land defenders, water 
protectors, and knowledge keepers committed to cultural revitalization have resisted 
colonization and maintained stewardship of the land and water for generations. There is 
no adaptation to the climate crisis without Indigenous peoples. There is no way to 
prevent the escalation of the climate crisis without Indigenous peoples. 
 
In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Report and 94 Calls to Action was 
published, outlining specific actions for all Canadians, all levels of government, and the 
private sector. Municipalities have an obligation to answer these calls to action.  
 
Too often the voices of Indigenous groups are silenced or co-opted by non-Indigenous 
people and issues affecting Indigenous peoples are only paid lip service. We recognize 
that the Assembly of Seven Generations (A7G), an Indigenous owned and youth-led, 
non-profit organization focused on cultural support and empowerment programs/policies 
for Indigenous youth, has already identified what community members need from City 
Council and the Mayor through their thorough research and tireless frontline work, 
funded solely through the grassroots. In a 2020 report, A7G identified barriers for youth 
in Ottawa accessing services in the city and identified recommendations to remedy 
these barriers. In 2022, specific Indigenous-led, Indigenous-developed and Indigenous-
involved services and programs for the municipality were also developed by A7G in the 
Indigenous-led Actions—Ottawa Alternative Budget 2022 report. The development of 
these services and program ideas are rooted in A7G’s experience, connection to 
community and their empirical research. We seek to amplify the call to fund and support 
these specific municipal services and programs and therefore we encourage candidates 
for City Council and Mayor to commit to A7G’s and other Indigenous-led organizations’ 
policy positions on Indigenous self-determination.  
 
A municipal Land Tax has been identified in the Indigenous-led Actions - Ottawa 
Alternative Budget 2022 as a tool for reconciliation and has been adopted in various 
forms by other municipalities, including the City of Victoria in the form of the 
Reconciliation Contribution Fund. 
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The City of Ottawa must continuously consult with Algonquin Anishinaabeg nations and 
urban Indigenous peoples and communities. We urge the City of Ottawa to deepen its 
relationship with the Algonquin people and nations and begin a serious conversation 
about what honouring the land we are on and the Algonquin’s sovereignty over that land 
looks like. We acknowledge the work done in relationship so far: In April 2022 the 
Anishinabe Algonquin Nation and the City of Ottawa established a protocol focused on 
culture, entitled Anishinabe Algonquin Nation Civic Cultural Protocol and 
Implementation Plan. In 2018, the City of Ottawa developed the Reconciliation Action 
Plan and a review was completed in 2022. 
 

Sources  
• Webinar: Moving Beyond Land Acknowledgements in Ottawa: The Importance of 

Climate Action Being Led by Indigenous Peoples, March 23, 2022, Hosted by 
Assembly of Seven Generations, in collaboration with the Ottawa Climate Equity 
Initiative 

• Ottawa Alternative Budget 2022 Indigenous-led Actions, Ottawa Coalition for a 
People’s Budget 

• Mapping Indigenous Youth Services in Ottawa - Yellowhead Institute 

• Fractured Homeland - Federal Recognition and Algonquin Identity in Ontario, By 
Bonita Lawrence 
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